
In Memoriam: Professor John Patrick Donnelly, S.J. 

On June 13, 2025, at the age of 90, Professor John Patrick Donnelly, S.J., passed away. With 
his death, the academic community has lost a historian of exceptional brilliance, a teacher of 
rare clarity and depth, and a colleague whose generosity of spirit matched the rigour of his 
intellect. 

Professor Donnelly taught history at Marquette University from 1971 until his retirement in 
2014. In recognition of his pedagogical excellence, he received the university’s Faculty 
Award for Teaching Excellence in 1988. Over the course of a long and fruitful career, he 
authored several books and numerous scholarly articles, all marked by erudition, 
methodological rigour, and intellectual integrity. 

From the outset of his scholarly journey, Professor Donnelly distinguished himself as a 
leading authority on the thought of Peter Martyr Vermigli. In close collaboration with the late 
Professor Joseph C. McLelland, he inaugurated the pioneering Peter Martyr Library project, a 
long-term editorial initiative aimed at rendering Vermigli’s Latin works into modern English. 
This endeavour, pursued with remarkable literary sensitivity and academic precision, 
continues to this day, enabling new generations of readers and researchers to engage with 
Vermigli’s theology well beyond the circle of specialists. 

In later years, Professor Donnelly broadened the scope of his research to encompass 
Renaissance humanism, the Protestant Reformation, and the history of the Society of Jesus. In 
each of these fields, he earned international recognition for the originality and depth of his 
contributions. 

To admire Professor Donnelly as a scholar was to admire his meticulous attention to sources 
and his unwavering commitment to scholarly excellence. But beyond these achievements, 
those who knew him personally encountered a man of cultivated tastes and wide-ranging 
interests, with a keen sensibility for literature, music, and the arts. He was a brilliant 
conversationalist, gifted with wit, irony, and a gentle sense of humour. Never self-important, 
he carried his learning with quiet dignity and was deeply esteemed by students and colleagues 
alike for his modesty, kindness, and gracious humanity. These qualities were not merely 
personal virtues; they formed an integral part of his vocation — a vocation dedicated both to 
the advancement of scholarship and to the service of the Church. 

With the passing of Professor Donnelly, Early Modern studies — and Vermigli scholarship in 
particular — loses one of its most distinguished voices. His name, his writings, and the 
example he set as a teacher and colleague remain a cherished part of our academic 
inheritance. 

I remember him with heartfelt sorrow and honour his legacy with enduring gratitude. 
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